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 "This, then, is the state 
of the union: free and 
restless, growing and 

full of hope. So it was in 
the beginning. So it shall 
always be, while God is 

willing, and we 
are strong enough to 

keep the faith."
~Lyndon B. Johnson
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COMING TO AMERICA

When Entering Port Of Entry In Galveston – 
Grandma Smesny Said Texas Would Be Home

RMS TITANIC – SUNK IN APRIL 1912

By EMIL STEvE SMESNy,
SoCIETy #82, EASTgATE

M
y grandparents, 
Anton and Aloisie 
(Dudik) Smesny, 
were born in a 

community called Kostelec U 
Stipia where they raised their 
ten children. Anton was a city 
fireman.

Anton Smesny was born on 
March 25, 1853 in Kostelec U 
Stipia, Moravia, Czechoslovakia 
and died on October 26, 1905 
at the early age of 52. He was 
buried at Kostelec Catholic 
Cemetery.

Aloisie Dudik was born on 
December 6, 1860 in Kostelec U 
Stipia, Moravia, Czechoslovakia. 
She died on March 25, 1914 in 
Beasley, Texas at the age of 
only 54 years old. She is buried 
in the Catholic Cemetery in 
Sealy, Texas. She was working 
in the cotton field to pay back 
money she had borrowed from 
relatives and friends for the trip 
to America. She suffered a heat 
stroke because she was not used 
to the Texas heat and humidity. 
She died a few days later from 
the effect of the heat stroke.

A l o i s i e  S m e s n y  l e f t 
Czechoslovakia in April 1912 
with part of her family: sons 
Joe and Ludwig, daughter 
and son-in-law Aloisie and 
Josef Hradil and their children 
Minnie and Joe. Her son 
Teodor did not come because at 
customs when leaving Breman, 
a German doctor said he had 
the mumps. Teodor stayed 
in Czechoslovakia and saved 
money for the trip to America, 

finally arriving in Galveston, 
Texas on September 11, 1912 
on the ship Breslau. Previously 
her daughters Filomena and 
Frantiska came to Texas in 
1900 and her son arrived in 
Galveston on April 10, 1909 on 
the ship Koln. Now Grandma 
Aloisie had all her seven living 
children in America. They are 
Frantiska, Filomena, Aloisie, 
Frank, Teodor, Joe and Ludwig. 
They all lived near Sealy, 
Texas.

Grandma Aloisie could not 
afford a passenger ship so she 
got passage on a freighter with 
room for only 32 passengers. I 
do not know the name of the 
boat. My daddy was 13 years 
old then and I am using what 
he told me to write about the 
trip. He said it took nearly a 
week staying in Germany to 
load freight onto the boat. They 
sailed out on April 10,1912 
from Bremen, Germany. Daddy 
said they were glad to go, but 
were not sure how it would be 
living in America. Grandma 
said it would be a lot better than 

living in Czechoslovakia where 
there were a lot of changes being 
made. He told me that about 
three days out of Bremen, they 
were in their small cabin when 
they heard a loud noise like a 
whistle. Everyone got on deck 
to see what it was all about. 
About a quarter of a mile away 
there was a large ship passing 
them up real fast. There were 
people on the deck waving at 
them. So they waved back. The 
ship made large waves that 
rocked their small freighter. 

Soon it was gone and the only 
thing you could see was the 
smoke from the four smoke 
stacks. Their boat had only two 
smoke stacks. About one day 
later, the Captain told them 
that they would have to change 
course from west to northwest 
because he just received a Morse 
code S.O.S. from a ship that 
was in distress. It was taking 
on water and needed help fast. 
The captain said he knew where 
the ship was, but it would take 

(Continued on page 2)
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Smesny Family Coming To America . . .
Continued from page 1

KJT COOKBOOK 
SNEAK PREVIEW

KJT COOKBOOK 
SALE!

Looking for the perfect 
Fourth of July recipes or a special 

gift? Look no more ... 
"Cooking with the KJT"

is the ultimate gift 
for the chefs on your gift list!

To order, send check or money 
order to:
Catholic Union of Texas, the KJT
P.O. Box 297
La Grange, TX 78945

Please send me ___ copies of

Cooking with the KJT
SALE PRICE
$10.00 plus $3.00 shipping/handling 
per book for general delivery 
($13 per book)

SPECIAL BUNDLE SALE PRICE
3 books for $25.00 plus $4.00 shipping/handling 
($29 for 3 books)

Enclosed is my check or money order for $________

Mail books to:

________________________________________________ 
Name

________________________________________________
Address

________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip

 

 

RemindeR . . .
Please note that articles 

and photos for the KJT News 
can be mailed to: KJT News, 
P.O. Box 297, La Grange, 
Texas 78945, or can be sent 
via e–mail to editor@kjtnet.
org. Dead line for articles, 
photos and ads for the 
News is the 10th of every 
month. We welcome and 
appreciate your interest in 
KJT journalism.

them about 18 hours to get 
there. The freighter was a slow 
boat and not built for speed. 
The next morning they got 
to the site. Daddy said there 
were about five boats already 
there. There was nothing else 
to see but debris. The Captain 
told everyone to listen to what 
happened. The ship hit a large 
iceberg and sank in a few hours. 
He said the ship was the one 
that passed them up a few 
days ago. He said it was on its 
maiden voyage and called the 

Titanic. It was built in England 
and was 882.5 feet long and 
built not to sink. It had 2 hulls 
instead of like other ships built 
then. Daddy said the Captain 
told them the icebergs were not 
supposed to get this far south of 
Iceland and Greenland.

The boat captain said he 
would follow the route near 
Newfoundland and the East 
Coast of the United States, 
then head south into the Gulf 
of Mexico and west toward 
the Galveston, Texas port of 

entry. As they approached 
land, Grandma Smesny told 
them that this would be our 
home from now on. As they 
unloaded from the freighter a 
police customs officer led them. 
They had to be examined by a 
doctor and their luggage and 
passports and other papers had 
to be checked. Grandma was 
checked first and was sitting in 
the large waiting room. A man 
dressed in what looked like a 
police uniform told Grandma 
that if she has anything to 
declare such as jewelry or cash, 
they would be taxed. He told her 
she could give it to him to hold 
for her until she gets processed. 
He spoke perfect Czech so she 
trusted him. She gave him over 
$300 in American currency. He 
told her he would be there when 
she gets ready to go. Finally 
after a short while they all got 
through customs. Grandma 
went to the waiting room to 
get her $300, but the man was 
nowhere in sight. Then she 
knew she was taken advantage 
of by a fellow Czech.

The trip took them 22 days 
so they were glad to be on land 
again. A man at a desk said 
their people who sponsored 
them were waiting for them 
in the next building. It was 
Grandma’s daughter Frances 
Peska. They got on a train from 
Galveston to Houston, then on 
to their destination Rosenberg, 
Texas. They rode on a wagon 
to Mixville, which was near 
Frydek, Texas where the Peska 
family farm was. It was nearly 

midnight and they were all 
tired and went to bed. Grandma 
asked Frances if she could loan 
her some money until they got 
on their own and she said sure. 
Frances also said that she would 
not charge them for staying 
with her family but would need 
some help in the fields.

The next morning Mr. Peska 
woke everyone up for breakfast 
and to go into the fields before 
it got too hot. He said he would 
show them how to chop weeds 
out of the cotton and cornfields. 
He handed each a hoe, including 
Grandma Smesny. Daddy and 
Ludwig said the work was hard 
and bending over all day made 
their backs hurt. Mr. Peska 
showed them what is cotton and 
what are weeds.

Daddy said if he and Ludwig 
chopped out a cotton plant they 
would put the plant in their 
pocket to dispose of later. They 
didn’t want Mr. Peska to see a 
dead cotton plant.

They stayed with the Peskas 
for a while. Then they rented 
a small house and land to start 
their American Dream. Daddy 
and Ludwig were the men of 
the house so they did all the 
plowing and planted the crops. 
Daddy was 14 years old and 
Ludwig was 12 years old. At 
this time, Grandma (Aloisie 
Smesny) was still living and 
helping on the farm. The first 
of spring, probably March 1914, 
they had a good young cotton 
crop growing. But Grandma 
was chopping cottonweeds and 
had a heat stroke from the Texas 

heat and humidity that she was 
not used to. She died a few days 
later in the hospital. Daddy and 
Ludwig farmed together for a 
while, but they had to give it up 
and go work for other farmers 
all year round for room and 
board and little pay.

Children of Anton 
and Aloisie Dudik Smesny 

1884-1902

1) Filomena Smesny 
married Peter Jalowy

Orchard, Texas
2) Aloisie (Louise) Smesny 

married Joe Hradil
Sealy, Texas

3) Frantiska (Frances) Smesny 
married Louis Peska 

Crosby, Texas
4) Frank Smesny 

married Pauline Zapalac
Frydek and Sealy, Texas

5) Theodore “Ted” Smesny 
married Marie Cervenka 

Eastgate, Texas
6) Joe V.”Papa Joe” Smesny 

married Mary Rachunek 
Eastgate, Texas

7) Ludwig “Lud” Smesny 
married Frances Skarpa

Eastgate and Sealy, Texas

The writer of this story, Emil 
Smesny, is 86 years old and has 
been an Eastgate Society #82 
Vice President and President 
and District IX Vice President 
and President. He attended all 
the KJT General Conventions 
from 1958 held in Shiner until 
1998 held in Bryan. 

Thank you Emil for an 
extremely entertaining and 
enlightening story!

Did You Know?
Today, there are almost six 

million Americans age 85 or 
over. By 2040 the number will 
have shot up to more than 14 
million!
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K J T News

STATE VICE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Yes, Turn Up The Heat . . .

DAVID M. WAGNER
KJT State Vice President

State President Christopher L Urban takes the oath to serve on 
the Texas Fraternal Insurance Counselors Board for the coming 
year. The mission of the National Association of Fraternal Insurance 
Counselors (NAFIC) is to serve the Fraternal Insurance Agent 
who has achieved the Fraternal Insurance Counselor (FIC) or 
Fraternal Insurance Counselor Fellow (FICF) designation. NAFIC 
shall promote professionalism through continuing education; 
award the FIC for quality production and persistency; help develop, 
maintain and financially support state chapters; pursue increased 
membership; encourage all to live by the Fraternal Doctrine of belief 
in God, family and country, as well as belief in service to humanity. 
Congratulations Chris!

KJT President To Serve On FIC Board

couples that do not make it onto 
the final bus roster.  

Make check out to “KJT 
District IV” in the sum of $110 
per couple. This fee includes 
one double occupancy room, 
portage fees, $46 complimentary 
casino free-play, driver tip, and 
a variety of prizes for bus games 
and contests. No refunds can be 
issued, but you may find your 
own substitute if you need to 
cancel.  Mail reservation checks 
along with names of riders, 
current mailing address, phone 
number and dates of birth (all 
must be over 21) to:

Shirley Pokorney  
10100 Bennett-Pokorney

Manor, Texas 78653
For more information call

(512) 251-1185 
Fun times await!!!

MONTH DAY EVENT

June 30 Officer Member Recruitment Application Deadline-1st Period

July 1 Seminarian Scholarship Applications Due

July 1 KJT Youth & Teen Summer Camp Applications Due

July 26 KJT Annual Summer Youth Camp Starts-Ends July 29

July 29 KJT Annual Summer Teen Camp Starts-Ends August 1

September 13 KJT State Taroky Tournament

October TBD 8th Annual KJT State Golf Tournament

December 11 Deadline for Statewide Charity Project Donation

December 31 Officer Member Recruitment Application Deadline-2nd Period

By ShIRLEy PoKoRNEy,
DISTRIcT IV PRESIDENT

T
he District IV Party 
B u s  i s  r e a d y i n g 
for the annual trip 
to  Coushat ta  on 
Monday-Tuesday, 

S
ummertime,  i t ’s 
hot and it’s here. 
Granted, living in 
the GREAT State of 
Texas, it’s something 

we’ve come to expect.  We have 
seen plenty of rain so far this 
year and now the question 
becomes, will it continue? 

So, we know the heat isn’t 
going anywhere but up and I 
encourage you do the same to 
your SAVINGS! 

Every week I get multiple 
phone calls asking if someone 
can add money to their KJT 
Kapital Account. 

The answer is quick and 
simple: YES!  

It’s simple – long term a KJT 
Kapital Account is a much 
better account and opening 
one couldn’t be any easier. 
Our KJT Kapital Account is 
an annuity-based product 
that receives a 1099-INT each 
year (so you claim the interest 
earned each year) and the 
account only requires a $500 
minimum deposit to open 
without additional monthly 
contributions (an opening 
$ 2 5 0  m i n i m u m  d e p o s i t 
requires mandatory monthly 
contributions).  

The account does have 
surrender charges that are 
applicable for the first five years 
yet it becomes penalty free in 
the sixth year and beyond (not 
to mention you can withdraw 
10% of the balance each year 
without a penalty). Oh, and 
here is the best part – the KJT 

is currently paying 1.50% 
on account balances of $250 
to $749, 2.75% on account 
balances of $750 to $24,999 
and 3.00% on account balances 
of $25,000 or more (while the 
account is guaranteed to never 
go lower than 1.5%). Oh, and 
you can add to the account at 

any time! If you already have a 
Kapital Account then you are 
ahead of the curve. Your policy 
surrender period is already in 
countdown mode to the zero 
penalty period (or the account 
might already be past that 
point). 

Remember, you are free 

to make as many deposits as 
you wish (because the account 
become penalty free in the sixth 
year and beyond). Use this 
summer to apply a little heat of 
your own for a change! 

DISTRICT NEWS

District IV Party Bus Is Coushatta Bound!
July 27 and 28. Don’t miss your 
opportunity to hop aboard for 
unpatrolled fun. Reservations 
are on a first come basis until 
the bus is filled (and it usually 
fills quickly so act fast or sit at 
home wishing you had).

Here is a snapshot agenda:
Depart Pflugerville – Monday, 

July 27 at 7 a.m.
Arrive Coushatta – Monday, 

July 27 at 1 p.m.
Depart Coushatta – Tuesday, 

July 28 at 1 p.m.
Arrive Pflugerville – Tuesday, 

July 28 at 7 p.m.

Spaces will be reserved in 
the order checks are received. 
No verbal reservations will be 
accepted.  Non-KJT members 
may send in a check, but will be 
placed on standby until all KJT 
members have been confirmed. 
Checks will be returned to Home office 

Hours

To better serve our 
membership, 

the KJT Home Office is 
open from 7:30 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 
and from 7:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Fridays.
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FRATERNAL ACTIVITY REPORT

Great Festivals In The Books

MIcHAEL REZNIcEK
KJT State Fraternal 
Activity Manager

MESSAGE FROM THE STATE ATTORNEY

Texas Default Step-Children, Grandchildren Inheritance Rules

PHILIP J. HUNDL
KJT State Attorney

Question: My daughter-in 
law has a son from a previous 
marriage. When I pass away, I 
would like to make sure that he 
is not excluded from inheriting 
from me since he is a “step-
grandchild.” What do I need to 
do to make sure that happens?

Under the “default” inheritance 
rules in Texas, step-children and 
step-grandchildren do not inherit 
through or from a step-parent or 
step-grandparent. Therefore, 
your step-grandson would not 
inherit from you unless you 
have a will specifically stating 

so. If you already have a will, 
consult with your attorney to 
make sure the proper provision 
is included and properly worded 
to effectuate your intentions.  

If you do not have a will, again 
consult with your attorney and 
make sure you memorialize 
your wishes and include any 
step-grandchildren you would 
like to include as beneficiaries of 
your estate.

An additional consideration 
in this situation is whether your 
grandson has been actually 
adopted by your son.  

If so, then your grandson 
would inherit from you just 
as any other grandchild. If 
that has not taken place, then 
unfortunately he would not 
inherit from you under the 
default rules of inheritance.

Philip J. Hundl is State Attorney 
for the KJT and a shareholder in 
the law firm of Wadler, Perches, 
Hundl & Kerlick with offices 
in Wharton, El Campo and 
Richmond, Texas.  

State Attorney’s Note: The 
information in this column is not 
intended as legal advice but to 

provide a general understanding 
of the law. Readers with legal 
prob lems ,  inc luding  those 
whose questions are addressed 
here, should consult attorneys 
for advice on their particular 
circumstances.  

Submit your questions for this 
column via email to phundl@
wphk-law.com or via U.S. Mail 
to Wadler, Perches, Hundl & 
Kerlick, Philip J. Hundl, KJT State 
Attorney c/o KJT Legal Column, 
101 W. Burleson Street, Wharton, 
Texas 77488 or at www.wphk-
law.com. 

K
eeping in perspective 
why Memorial Day is 
observed and on the 
flip side celebrating 
the 49th Annual 

National Polka Festival in Ennis. 
State President Christopher L. 
Urban, State Vice President 

David M. Wagner, myself and 
my wife Melba handed out 
koozies and visited with the 
many visitors and KJT members 
from all over Texas. Ennis Society 
#35 provided great hospitality 
including great music, delicious 
barbecue and cold beverages. A 
big thank you to all the Society 
#35 members for all you have 
done. 

As I write this article I have 
my sights set on the 25th Annual 

Kolache Klobase Festival set 
for Saturday, June 13 hosted by 
Society #40 in East Bernard. 

Let me hear from your society 
on upcoming events. 

As always thank you for the 
opportunity to serve. 

Mike Reznicek 
Fraternal Activity Manager

Phone (409) 771-8101
Email

mareznicek@sbcglobal.net 

Photo taken at the 49th Annual National Polka Festival in Ennis where 
Fraternal Activity Manager Mike Reznicek, State Vice President David M. 
Wagner and State President Christopher L. Urban were handing out KJT 
koozies to everyone. 

Encourage Youth 
to Participate 

at the Local, District 
& State Level. 

They Are the Future 
of This Great 

Fraternal Family!

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Celebrate 60th Wedding 
Anniversary

BY ELAINE MATTHYS

S
idney and Emily 
Cernoch of La Grange 
recently celebrated 
their 60th wedding 
anniversary. Their 

children, Daniel and Rose Ann 
Cernoch, Richard and Kathy 
Cernoch and Phyllis Chavarria 
of La Grange and Elaine and 
Matt Matthys of Austin, hosted 
the festivities. 

A Mass in their honor was said 
Saturday, May 2 at Sacred Heart 
Church followed by a family 
gathering at the home of Daniel 
and Rose Ann Cernoch. On 
Sunday, May 3, the couple was 

honored with a celebration at 
the home of Richard and Kathy 
Cernoch. 

Sidney and Emily were married 
May 8, 1955 at Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church in Hostyn. 
They have 11 grandchildren, 
two step-grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. 

Family and friends attending 
the celebrations traveled from 
New York, Tennessee, New 
Mexico, Dallas, Frisco, Houston, 
Schulenburg, New Braunfels, 
San Marcos, Martindale, Kyle, 
Bay City, Louise and Austin.

Congratulations Sidney and 
Emily!

EMILY & SIDNEY CERNOCH
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MAY 2015 TOP PRODUCERS

Ellen Zdansky
Society #72, Corpus Christi

•Second Place May 2015 
Top Producer

•May 2015 Volume Leader
•May 2015 Premium Leader

•May 2015 Application Leader
•May 2015 New Application 

Producer – 125 months 
•May 2015 New Member 

Producer – 122 months

Deborah currey
Society #130, Elgin

•First Place May 2015 
Top Producer

Margaret Hanslik
Societies #38, Moulton, 
#43, Wied & #1, Praha
•Third Place May 2015

Top Producer

Kathleen chovanetz
Society #5, hallettsville

•Sixth Place May 2015
Top Producer

Daniel Pilcik
Society #40, East Bernard 

& Society #16, Wallis
•Fourth Place May 2015

Top Producer

John Kana
Society #4, Ammannsville
•Seventh Place May 2015

Top Producer

Dan Stavena
Society #139, Bay City
•Fifth Place May 2015

Top Producer

Application for 2015 KJT Summer Youth Camp 
SPJST ENC (COOPER FARMS) NEAR

WALDECK JULY 26TH THROUGH JULY 29, 2015
(9 - 12 Year Age Group) 

Applicants must be KJT members between the ages of 9 and 12, but less than 13 years of 
age as of July 1, 2015 to be considered. Applications must be completed and forwarded to 
the KJT Home Office, PO Box 297, La Grange, Texas, 78945 by July 1, 2015.  Parents must 
furnish transportation to and from the campsite and approve of their child’s participation.  A $50 
registration fee is required.   The registration fee will be returned ONLY if the Home 
Office is notified by July 10, that the child will not be able to attend. Eighty (80) campers
will be selected.  If more than 80 applications are received, priority will be given to those who 
have not attended in previous years.

Please print or type the following information:

Camper’s Name: _______________________________________ male  female

Age: ____ Birthday: Mo._____ Day ____ Yr. _____ Grade in school as of 8/2015:_____

Parent/Guardian’s Name: _________________________________________________

Home Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________

Home City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________

E-Mail address: _________________________________________________________
(If an e-mail is listed, you will receive confirmation from this office by e-mail)

Daytime Phone: _____________________ Evening Phone: _________________

If you previously attended a KJT Camp circle year(s) attended:   2012 2013  2014

Campers may request ONE cabin mate of the same sex.  Your child’s name must also appear 
on the cabin mate’s registration.  Only reciprocal requests will be honored.

Cabin mate (Name & City): ________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:_____________________________ Date: ___________

Camper’s Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ___________

I, ________________________, the parent/guardian of ___________________, a minor, 
hereby agree and authorize the CATHOLIC UNION OF TEXAS, THE K.J.T., to use any 
photographs of my son/daughter taken during the Annual KJT Summer Camp for publication in 
the KJT News or on the KJT Website.

___________________________
Parent Signature

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
Society # _____________
Status: _______________

Submit

PrintPrintPrint

Clear

SubmitSubmit

T
he Czech Heritage 
Society of Texas is 
pleased to announce 
Allison Sexton as 
its 2015 Miss Texas 

Czech-Slovak Queen. 
C r o w n e d  a t  t h e  1 3 t h 

Annual Spring CHS Czech-
Slovak Queen Pageant held in 
Bryan on Saturday, April 25, 
the competition consisted of 
personal interviews with three 
judges, an onstage interview and 
questions related to their desires 
to celebrate and preserve their 
heritage, a kroj modeling session 
and a talent competition.  

The runner-ups were Ms. 
Katie Lebman, representing 
Harris County chapter, and 
Kaylee Vargo, representing our 
Lavaca County Chapter.

Miss Gentry, representing 
our McLennan-Hill Counties 
chapter, will now go on to 
compete for the title of Miss USA 
Czech-Slovak Queen in Wilber, 
Nebraska in August 2015.  

Congratulations to Allison 
Sexton who is an outstanding 
example of our Texas Czech 
heritage.

Allison Sexton 
Named 2015 Miss 
cHS Texas czech-

Slovak Queen

Did You Know?
The omega-3 fatty acids in 

oily fish like salmon can boost 
your skin's defenses against UV 
damage
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DISTRICT NEWS

District V Family Fun Day Held At Dulock-Snapka Farms
BY JOE BLOcK

D
istrict V held its 
Annual Family Fun 
Day and Meeting 
on Sunday, April 
19. The District had 

a total of 72 members present for 
the festivities. Members from 
the West, Abbott and Penelope 
societies prepared for the day 
by cooking the karbanátek and 
párky (translation hamburgers 
and hot dogs) with all the 
trimmings. Great job! Big thank 
you to Michael Kraemer and 
his crew who did the cooking 
on the hot grill. Want to thank 
Mike Landsfeld again – owner 
of Waco and Pork Processors – 
for donations of the karbanátek 
and párky. It was extremely 
good!

Dur ing  the  Dis t r i c t  V 
meeting that was held, State 
Director Robert Nors reported 
on the upcoming activities and 
festivities throughout the KJT 
societies for the remaining 
year. 

The activities at the Dulock-
Snapka Farms consisted of 
fishing, horseshoe pitching, 
washer tossing and visiting with 
some great folks from the other 
societies. Everyone had a great 
time. There were impressive arts 
and crafts that the kids created – 
terrific job kids! Want to thank 
everyone that volunteered for 
the score keeping and Stan 
Zabojnik for judging the fishing 
contest. Thank you!

T h e  f i s h i n g  p o n d  w a s 
surprisingly low due to the lack 
of rain in the area but that didn’t 
slow any anglers down, they hit 
the water running. There were 
two kids that caught the most 
fish and that was total of ten 
fish each. Congratulations to 
William and Johnathon Nors, 
both from Society #31 of West. 
The heaviest fish was 1.14 lbs. 
caught by Nancy Cunningham 
from Society #31 of West. Great 
catch Nancy! Excellent job to 
all the fishermen/fisherwomen 
that took part! 

In the horseshoes – lots of 
winners in this contest. The 
highest score was Ethan Nors 
from Society #31 of West with 
a total of 28 points. Excellent 
job Ethan!

A lot of winners in the 
washer-tossing contest – had 

29 that participated in this 
competition. Great job to the 
tiebreakers of the most points to 
Kaylie Schlottman from Society 
#111 of Dallas and Travis Pavlas 
from Society #31 of West.

I want to say THANK YOU 
to all that participated in 
the day’s event. It was great 

to see everyone and having 
the opportunity to visit with 
everyone. From what I have 
seen, looks like everyone had 
fun. On behalf from Tanner 
Schlottman, Keith Kapavik and 
myself Joe Block, thank you and 
we’ll see everybody in the Ennis 
area next year in 2016.
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District V Family Day Held On April 19 . . .
Continued from page 6

Steps 
To creating A 
Workable Will
•Provide your name and place 

of residence.
•List your property and 

its approximate value - life 
insurance policies, real estate, 
securities, works of art.

•List your heirs’ names, ages, 
addresses, and relationship to 
you.

•List additional beneficiaries 
such as charities, churches, 
educational institutions.

•Summarize your wishes for 
heirs and property, including 
specific gifts.

•Name an executor and 
alternate executor.

•Se lect  a  guardian and 
alternate guardian for your 
minor children.

•Establish trusts,  if  you 
desire.

•Have your attorney draw up 
or review your will.

•Sign one copy, and put it in 
a safe place.

•Keep an unsigned copy for 
review. Go over it periodically, 
updating when necessary.

"The more you like yourself, the less you are like 
anyone else, which makes you unique."

--Walt Disney
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Human Interest 
Stories Involving 
KJT Members
 An expert in a specialized field?

A special child and their circumstance?
Community or workplace achievements?

Person with exceptional talent?
Dedication to charitable works & volunteering? 

Fishing & hunting adventures? 
Story of first responders' special efforts? 

Chili or barbecue cook-off winners? 
Service in the military? 

Unknown interesting KJT history tales?
Please submit articles for our
Human Interest Story Section!

(Continued on page 9)

 

 
Application for 2015 KJT Summer Teen Camp 

SPJST ENC (COOPER FARMS) NEAR WALDECK 
JULY 29TH THROUGH AUGUST 1, 2015 

(13 - 15 Year Age Group) 
 

Applicants must be KJT members between the ages of 13 and 15, but less than 16 years of 
age as of July 1, 2015 to be considered.  Applications must be completed and forwarded to 
the KJT Home Office, PO Box 297, La Grange, Texas, 78945 by July 1, 2015.  Parents must 
furnish transportation to and from the campsite and approve of their child’s participation.  A 
$100 registration fee is required.   The registration fee will be returned ONLY if the Home 
Office is notified by July 10, that the child will not be able to attend. Forty (40) campers will 
be selected.  If more than 40 applications are received, we will use first come/first serve to 
determine the attendees. 
 
Please print or type the following information: 
 
Camper’s Name:  _______________________________________      male      female 
 
Age: ____ Birthday: Mo._____ Day ____ Yr. _____ Grade in school as of 8/2015:_____ 
 
Parent/Guardian’s Name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Home Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Home City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail address: _________________________________________________________ 
     (If an e-mail is listed, you will receive confirmation from this office by e-mail) 

 
Daytime Phone: _____________________ Evening Phone: _________________ 
 
If you previously attended a KJT Camp circle year(s) attended:     2012       2013       2014 
 
Campers may request ONE cabin mate of the same sex.  Your child’s name must also appear 
on the cabin mate’s registration.  Only reciprocal requests will be honored. 
 
Cabin mate (Name & City): ________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian’s Signature:_____________________________ Date: ___________ 
 
Camper’s Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ___________ 
 
I, ________________________, the parent/guardian of ___________________, a minor, 
hereby agree and authorize the CATHOLIC UNION OF TEXAS, THE K.J.T., to use any 
photographs of my son/daughter taken during the Annual KJT Summer Camp for publication in 
the KJT News or on the KJT Website. 
 
__________________________ 
                Parent Signature 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
Society # _____________ 
Status: _______________ 

HUMAN INTEREST

More Old Memories And Traditions, Some Still Done Today
By gEoRgIE NoRS, 
SoCIETy #31, WEST

I 
hope you all enjoyed the 
article in the last KJT 
News from my cousin Joe 
Rychlik about the Beef 
Club. It also brought back 

a lot of memories from the past, 
and in our younger years. I 
remember the clean white flour 
sack that my dad would use to 
bring home the beef. I know we 
had some good meals.

I appreciate the wonderful 
response that I received from 
my article about butchering a 
hog. I decided to do an update 
on the responses that I received 

and add a few more thoughts 
about growing up on the farm.  

A lady from Houston  had 
c a l l e d  a n d  r e m e m b e r s 
butchering a hog. She stated that 
on the farm, families usually 
had two or three dogs. The dogs 
helped protect the farm, or let 
you know when an intruder 
came, like a skunk, armadillo or 
possum. But she also remembers 
that the dogs ate up the scraps 
and bones from the meal. And 
when butchering time came, the 
dogs enjoyed a fresh bone. It 
was fun to see one carrying 
a big bone in his mouth and 
practically tripping over it, and 

the other dogs trying to take it 
away.

Also, a man from San Antonio 
called to say he enjoyed my 
article. He stated that he also was 
a writer. He said he remembers 
his mother made gravy out of 
the organ meat of the hog or 
steer. My family grew up eating 
the organ meat, which was 
heart, liver and kidney gravy. I 
believe when we were in the 
beef club that Joe Rychlik wrote 
about and it was my family’s 
time to butcher the steer,  Mr. 
Trcalek would come very early 
in the morning. After the steer 
was killed, the organ meat was 

taken out and brought into the 
kitchen and my mother would 
make the gravy that morning 
for Mr. Trcalek and all of us.  

My parents had six kids, so 
a big pot was needed to feed 
all of us. She would chop up 
all the meats and also put a big 
chopped onion into the pot 
and it seemed like it didn’t take 
long and the house smelled 
of the gravy. She would also 
make a couple of loaves of fresh 
homemade bread the day before 
and that helped complete the 
meal. I think that started our 
tradition of having this gravy 
for breakfast. 

Most people said they had it 
for dinner, but seems like we 
always had it for breakfast. Even 
after my husband Robert and I 
were dating, he said his family 
always had it for dinner. But he 
also enjoyed it for breakfast.  

When we visited my mother, 
we would buy the heart, liver 
and kidney from Nemecek’s 
Meat Market and take it to her 
for our morning breakfast. My 
husband would get up and help 
my mother cut it up and make 
the gravy. Also, by this time, we 
had given my mother a bread 
maker. So the night before, we 
put the ingredients in the bread 
maker and set the timer to have 

it ready for breakfast. We would 
wake up to the wonderful smell 
of the gravy cooking and the 
bread baking.

Growing up on the farm was a 
lot of work. Seems like we spent 
a lot of the time working in the 
field, chopping grass, cutting 
corn tops and picking corn, 
then chopping and picking 
cotton. And we always had 
a big garden with potatoes, 
cucumbers, cabbage,  beans, 
peas, and tomatoes. So when 
we weren’t in the field, we were 
in the garden hoeing the weeds 
or picking the vegetables. Beans 
were snapped, pickles were 
canned and sauerkraut was 
made.  There  was  a lways 
something to do. Also the 
animals had to be fed, the eggs 
gathered and the cows milked.

Butchering the hog, and meat 
from the beef club were not the 
only meats we had. Chicks were 
hatched and raised. When they 
became fryer size, it was time 
to butcher the chickens. That 
also took a good part of half 
a day, since it seems like 
we did around six or eight 
at a time. The feathers were 
scalded and plucked off. We 
were always told to get all the 
feathers off. You didn’t want 
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IMPORTANT REMINDER 
FOR MEMBERS

The KJT asks members to always check 
their certificates to note whether 

they have the proper 
beneficiaries designated.

More Memories And Traditions, Some Still Done Today . . .
continued from page 8

to eat feathers on the fried 
chicken. That was the treat 
after this job was done . . . fried 
chicken for dinner!

There are a lot of men in 
West, and people everywhere, 
who get together still carry on 
the tradition of butchering a 
hog, or just making sausage, 
liver sausage, breakfast sausage, 
deer sausage, and now also 
summer sausage. We started 
making some summer sausage 
a few years ago and this makes 
for good snacking all year. 
Also, now this isn’t just a guy’s 
thing. There are a lot of young 

ladies that love to help with 
this job. I had mentioned my 
grandsons helping, and also Lil 
Pavlas’s granddaughters and 
Holly Soukup. I had failed to 
mention Heather Kraemer. She 
was always ready to have her 
hands in the mix, helping 
make the sausage and liver 
sausages, and whatever needed 
to be done. But she had also 
graduated from high school 
and was away at college when 
we butchered this year.

 I will always remember my 
mother and Robert’s mother 
and grandmother cleaning out 

 

With praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God,  

The Diocese of Victoria in Texas  

joyfully announces the  

Episcopal Ordination and Installation of  

His Excellency  
The Most Rev. Brendan J. Cahill, S.T.D.  

as the third bishop of Victoria  

Monday, June 29, 2015  

at 2:00 p.m.  

Our Lady of Victory Cathedral  

1309 E. Mesquite Lane Victoria, TX 
 

Due to space limitations, seating at the OLV Cathedral is by  
TICKET ONLY. 

All are welcome to view the Ordination/Installation at the OLV Gymnasium  
or by additionally provided LIVE coverage via  

EWTN and CatholicTV networks. For more information, visit  
www.ewtn.com and www.victoriadiocese.org.  

A link for live viewing will be provided soon!  
 

In reverence to the Eucharist and the dignity of this religious celebration,  
please turn to silent all cell phones, pagers, and other electronic and recording devices.  

Photography and videotaping are allowed only by previously selected personnel.  
Since this event will be televised, the use of any type of flash is strictly prohibited.  

 

The Diocese of Victoria is pleased to announce  

that all will be able to pray and participate  

through EWTN’s website and at  

the diocesan receptions to be held in July.  

 

Yoakum Society #13 honored retired KJT sales representative 
Lois Jirkovsky for her years of service and commitment to the 
organization in April. She was contracted on January 1, 1992 as 
a sales representative for Society #13. Over the past 22 years, Lois 
has been awarded numerous awards while writing hundreds of 
policies and helping Society #13 achieve many Society Recognition 
Level Awards. Joining her and her husband State Honorary Director 
Eugene Jirkovsky were (back row left to right) State Vice President 
David M. Wagner, State Director Margaret Hanslik and State 
President Christopher L. Urban. 

Retired Sales Representative Honored

The Catholic Union of Texas, the KJT, is proud to make a donation 
to SMYRT (St. Mary’s Youth Retreat Team). Their continued help as 
KJT Summer Youth Camp Counselors is greatly appreciated! State 
Vice President David M. Wagner is pictured with Lexi Schroeder, 
Jonthan Soriano, Elizabeth Campbell, Harlee Vieth, Justin Garcia, 
Taylor Brooks and Joseph Vu.

Donation Made To Camp Counselors

the intestines for the casing that 
were used for the sausage and 
liver sausage. My mother had a 
small wooden item that looked 
like a mini axe that she used to 
clean out the casings. Water was 
used to pour in and out of it to 
get everything out of it. I know 
I helped my mother with this 
job, and it took a lot of work, 
and she kept at it until it was 
very cleaned out. 

I know a lot of people frown 
or turn up their noses at this, 
and also eating the heart, liver 
and kidney gravy and even the 
liver sausages, but when you 
grow up with it, you got use 
to it. I remember at home, if 
you did not eat what was put 
on the table, you did not get 
special foods to eat, like the 
kids get today.  We had to clean 
our plates and if you didn’t 
like something, you had to sit 

there until you ate it. Things 
are really different these days, 
but I am so glad that I was 
raised on the farm and can 
still enjoy some of the benefits 
that I grew up with. A lot of 
people still keep up some of 
the traditions that they grew up 
with – like making homemade 
bread and kolaches. Seems 
like our mothers always made 
kolaches on the weekends. They 
were made for the Sunday 

afternoon company. Back then, 
people came out and visited with 
each other. I remember  too, 
we made sandwiches, had the 
kolaches and other sweets and 
also made Jell-O for the svacina 
in the afternoon.

Growing up on the farm – 
we were a big family and we 
were poor, but with a lot of 
work, and raising the garden 
and the animals, we always had 
something to eat.
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The KJT fraternal family wishes to congratulate all of the 2015 scholarly 
accomplishments of its talented members and wishes them only the very best 

as they continue their educational endeavors and careers!

2015 KJT SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

La Grange Society #46 Awards Three Scholarships

J
osephine “Josie” Dorothea Gottfried, member of St. 
Stephen’s Society #29 of Frydek, graduated from Texas 
A&M University on Friday, May 15. Josie received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Interdisciplinary Studies 
from the College of Education and Human Development. 

She graduated with Cum Laude honors.
The daughter of Marie (Neuman) and Paul Gray of Pattison, Josie 

was also a State KJT Scholarship recipient in 2011. Josie has been 
a KJT member since 2000 and is a former member of the Frydek 
KJT Hot Czech Band.  

She is very grateful for the scholarships from the state and 
local society that helped her during her four-year journey and 
wishes to thank Charles and Martha Mock for their help and 
encouragement.

Congratulations Josie!

Frydek Member Josie Gottfried 
Graduates From Texas A&M

La Grange Society #46 President Gary Antosh (right) awarded scholarships to (left to right) Anthony 
Pechal, Natalie Recek and Colby Urban. Congratulations to all of you!

By ELLEN ZdANSKy,
KJT STATE DIREcTOR

A
llison Matocha is 
the only child of 
Fred and Maura 
Matocha and is a 
lifetime member 

of St. Jerome’s Society #87 in 
Jourdanton. Her father’s family 

STATE DIRECTOR ELLEN ZDANSKY & ALLISON MATOCHA

KJT Founding Member's Great-Great-Granddaughter Gets Scholarship
has lived in Jourdanton for 
over 100 years and has been 
members of the KJT for the 
past five generations. Her great-
great-grandfather, I.C. Parma, 
was the founding father and 
was president of the KJT for 
numerous years. 

She attended Jourdanton 

High School her whole life 
and graduated fifth out of 120 
students with a 4.0 GPA. She’s 
an active member of the church, 
school and community. Allison 
participated in volleyball, 
basketball, cheerleading, power 
lifting, softball and track. She 
was a class officer for three years 
as the treasurer and secretary. 

Allison was also very active 
in the FFA and participated 

in numerous speaking and 
leadership competi t ions , 
showed market goats for six 
years, and even served as an 
FFA officer for three years as the 
reporter and secretary. She is a 
member of the National Honors 
Society, Prom Committee, 
Spanish Club, High School 
Band and Theatre One-Act 
Competition cast. 

She attends St. Mathew’s 

Catholic Church where she 
volunteers as a Vacation Bible 
School leader and helps in 
several church and youth group 
fundraisers. 

In the fall of 2015, she will 
be attending Texas A&M 
University where she plans to 
study abroad, major in business 
and minor in communications. 
She later plans to attend 
law school and become an 
attorney.  

Congratulations on all your 
outstanding accomplishments 
and graduation. You have a 
bright future waiting for you!

From Allison 
to the KJT

I would like to personally 
t h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r 
awarding me with the KJT 
scholarship. It is such an 
honor and blessing to be a 
recipient of this generous 
scholarship. I cannot wait 
to start my education at 
Texas A&M University and 
this scholarship will help me 
greatly. I am so thrilled that 
you have decided to do this 
article for our society! 



June 2015                                                                                                                 Catholic Union Of Texas          News                                                                                                     Page 11

KJT GRANT PROGRAM

Frydek Society #29 Treasurer diane Sodolak (center left) presents a 
donation to Sandy Dornak, a teacher with St. Mary’s Catholic Church Faith 
Formation and organizer of Vacation Bible School. The donation, made 
possible by a Religious Education Grant from the KJT Home Office, will 
help fund VBS, which will be held at St. Mary’s in Frydek July 6-10. Also 
pictured are Sarah Blundell, Religious Education Director at St. Mary’s, and 
Rev. Thuy Nguyen (back center), as well as members of the Frydek society 
and students of the Faith Formation classes.  

Frydek Society #29 recently presented St. Mary’s Catholic Church of 
Frydek with a donation from the proceeds of their recent raffle ticket 
fundraiser. The donation also included matching grant funds received from 
the KJT Home Office. At the presentation are (left to right) Society Secretary 
Justin Eschenburg, Gene Eschenburg, Rev. Thuy Nguyen, Society Vice 
President Val Eschenburg, Society President Shane Eschenburg and Charles 
Mock.

Schulenburg Society #129 Society President Matthew J. Prihoda 
presents a KJT Catholic Education Grant for St. Rose Catholic School 
in recognition of the 125th anniversary of the school to St. Rose 
Principal Rosanne Gallia.

on Wednesday, May 20, Temple Society #114 presented a $2,200 check to St. Mary’s Catholic School in Temple. 
The funds will be used by St. Mary’s Catholic School to fund Catholic education for children in the Central Texas 
area. The funds contributed to St. Mary’s Catholic School were raised from KJT/Knights of Columbus Council 
#3444 Lenten Fish Fries, KJT Home Office Grant Funds and additional funds contributed by Society #114. At the 
presentation were front row (left to right) Principal Theresa Wyles, Society President Eugene Pavlat, pastor Fr. 
Steve Sauser; middle row, Natali Torres, Clara Sivak, Thomas Bennett, Kay Baker, Owen Boethel, Camila Reano, 
Ruth Bigon, Mary Marburger, Morris Marburger; back row, Earl Soudelier, Cathryn Barkis, Reagan Smith, Matthew 
Maldonado, Trent Lockhart, Rick Wyatt and Lewis Sodek.

Shown are Jourdanton Society #87 President Henry Netardus (left) 
and Society #87 Treasurer Robert “Doc” Williams (right) presenting a check 
in the amount of $875 to St. Matthew’s Catholic Church Secretary Joan 
Wiederhold (center) for profits raised from the society’s Valentine’s Day 
Bake Sale, along with Matching Grant and Religious Education Grant money, 
to benefit the St. Matthew’s CCD and Religious Education Programs.

KJT Sales Representative Pat Nevlud of Katy-Spring Branch Society 
#121 is shown with his grandchildren who are all KJT members – 
Ethan Shaw, Lauren Shaw and Peyton Shaw. Congratulations Pat 
on a beautiful KJT family!

KJT Sales Representative Poses 
With His Beautiful Grandchildren

Society #1, Praha
Michael G. Jasek

Society #16, Wallis
Jerome P. Supak
Joseph P. Supak

Society #27, Taylor
Mark D. Roberts

Society #31, West
Charles W. Ferguson

Society #38, Moulton
Marvin H. Dornak
Tommie G. Dornak

Society #48, Hillje
Gregory N. Strnadel

Society #60, Tours
Darrell Thomas Podsednik

Society #72, Corpus Christi
James M. Mapes

Society #76, Dime Box
Timothy M. Krenek

Society #102, San Antonio
Gary W. Hons

Society #112, Austin
James E. Havelka

Society #131, Manor
Ivan W. Dornak

50-Year 
Membership

June 2015
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Statement
of Financial Condition

31‐Mar 31‐Mar
Admitted Assets 2015 2014

Cash and Short‐Term Investments $ 698,056           $ 267,762        
Bonds 56,097,886      55,893,144  
Preferred and Common Stock
Mortgage Loans 9,863,791        9,237,971    
Real Estate 731,229           736,574        
Policy Loans 537,602           545,081        
Other Invested Assets 5                        5                   
Accrued Investment Income 825,110           847,599        
Premiums and Considerations 8,694                2,916            
Recoverable from Reinsurance
Write Ins OTI Assets & Misc 52,735          
Total Admitted Assets $ 68,762,373        $ 67,583,787  

Reserves, Liabilities, and Surplus

Reserves for Certificates $ 63,981,820      $ 62,764,597  
Contract Claims 154,248           160,671        
Liability for Deposit Type Contracts 631,209           630,270        
Provisions for refunds payable 110,781           109,463        
Asset Valuation Reserve 354,765           311,529        
Interest Maintenance Reserve 25,113              50,027          
Miscellaneous Liabilities 111,262           157,138        
Payable for Securities
Total Reserves and Liabilities $ 65,369,198        $ 64,183,695  

Surplus $ 3,393,175        $ 3,400,092    

Total Reserves, Liabilities, & Surplus $ 68,762,373      $ 67,583,787  

Statement
of Financial Condition
Income 2015 2014

Life and Annuity Premium Income $ 1,351,390      $ 917,198              
Net Investment Income 916,123         816,437              
Amortization of Interest Maintenance Reserve 24,914           26,241                
Misc Income 1,346              3,408                  
Total Income $ 2,293,773        $ 1,763,284           

Benefits and Expenses

Policy Death Benefits $ 164,371         $ 132,211
Matured Benefits ‐                      ‐                           
Annuity Benefits 314,559         ‐                           
Disability Benefits ‐                      ‐                           
Surrender Benefits 201,826         351,623              
Interest and Adjustments on Contract Funds 6,106              5,151                  
Increase in Life and Annuity Reserves 1,217,223      908,932              
Expenses, Taxes, and Commission Payments 322,024         293,129              
Increase in loading 1,638             
Total Benefits and Expenses $ 2,227,747        $ 1,691,046           

Net Gain (Loss) From Operations Before Refunds 66,026           72,238                
Refunds to Members 33,269           32,075                
Net Gain (Loss) From Operations After Refunds $ 32,757           $ 40,163                
Net Realized Capital Gains (Losses) 4,015              (2,448)                 
Net Income $ 36,772             $ $37,715

Surplus

Net Income From Operations $ 36,772           $ $37,715
Change in Net Unrealized Capital Gains (Losses) ‐                      ‐                           
Change in Non‐Admitted Assets (453)                (6,315)                 
Change in Asset Valuation Reserve (43,236)          (41,267)               
Write Ins ‐ Prior Period Adjustment
Net Change in Surplus  $ (6,917)              $ ($9,867)
Surplus ‐ Prior Year $ 3,400,092      $ 3,279,273           
Surplus as of Statement Date $ 3,393,175      $ 3,269,406           

For Quarters Ended March 31

Monday, June 8, 2015 3:46 PM
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TCHCC  Slavnost  Tribute to Czech Immigrants
May 17, 2015

 
Thank you to Event Chairs, Lorenda and Johnnie Polasek for their “beyond the 

best”  effort in making the 2015 celebration a success. Thanks to all who had a 

hand in making all the changes that had to be done when the rains continued for 

days.

Thank you to Mark Hermes, Janis and JG Hrncir, Georgia Vyvial and Cathleen Noska 
for all of the planning and preparations before the event and all the volunteers for 
getting everything ready. Thank you to the Travis/Williamson Counties CHS for 
setting up and running the pastry booth and to the Fayette County CHS for setting up 
and running the Country Store. 

Thank you to those who came and mowed the grounds several times before the event. 
Thank you to VP Bill Schovajsa for representing our THCC Board in presenting 
certificates to descendants of Czech immigrants. Thank you to Janis and Cathleen for 
getting the Certificates ready.  Thank you to all of the volunteers in helping to set up 
and for working the long hours during the event and for the clean-up afterward. 

Thank you to all for coming to celebrate the day, even though we had to make a few 
changes at the last minute due to the weather reports of more rain in the forecast.  
Instead, we had the Tribute in the Museum and the Food, Band, Booths, and May 
Pole Dance were moved to the Fair Pavilion instead of being on the TCHCC grounds.  
We thank you for not letting the rains keep you away.

On behalf of the Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center Board Members, thank 
you all for helping to preserve and promote our rich Czech Heritage and Culture and 
for your help in making Slavnost 2015 a success.

Retta Slavik Chandler, Pres.

TCHCC

Retta Chandler, President, TCHCC

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Father Joe Vrana Celebrates 
50 Years In Priesthood

Father Joe Vrana celebrated his 50 years in the priesthood and State Director 
Margaret Holik presents him with a KJT Memorial. He is a member of Society #34 of 
Nada. Congratulations Father Joe!



HE WILL BE MISSED . . .

John “Johnny” Joe Valis, age 
80 of Taylor, peacefully passed 
away Thursday, March 26. He 
was born to John and Josephine 
Kubacak Valis on December 10, 
1934 in Taylor

John married Mildred Palla 
on June 4, 1956 in Taylor. They 
renewed their vows on their 
25th wedding anniversary. They 
were married 38 years until 
she passed away on March 17, 
1995. 

John later met and then 
married Lillie Krueger of Taylor 
on August 23, 1997. They were 

John "Johnny" 
Joe Valis

married until her passing on 
February 28, 2012.

He grew up helping out on the 
family farm and later in his first 
marriage, bought a gas station 
in Taylor from his brother-in-
law and operated it for several 
years. He then moved to Austin 

and got a job as a locksmith for 
Austin I.S.D. and retired after 
25+ years. He also worked part 
time at a gas station.

John grew up surrounded by 
music. His father and uncles 
would let him sit in on jam 
sessions and taught him how 

to play several instruments 
including the accordion. This 
would later lead to John’s love of 
music and forming and playing 
in several Czech bands. 

He was a lifetime member of 
the KJT Society #112 of Austin 
and the SPJST Lodge 29 of 
Taylor. 

He also enjoyed playing 
dominoes, bingo, dancing and 
trips to Louisiana to gamble 
with friends. John made many 
friends in his lifetime and never 
met a stranger. John was a 
devoted husband, a loving 
brother, a caring uncle and a 

dear friend. He will be greatly 
missed. 

His sister Annie Klepac of 
Tomball survives him. His 
parents John and Josie, his 
wife Mildred, his second wife 
Lillie, sister Mary Mazac, sister 
Dorothy Betak, sister Josie 
Gage, brother Louis Valis and 
brother William Valis precede 
him in death. Funeral services 
were held on Monday, March 30 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Taylor with burial following at 
St. Mary’s Cemetery in Taylor 
with Father Lonnie Urban 
officiating.

CHARITY PROGRAM

District VI made a donation to the KJT Statewide Charities 
Programs with President Michael Tydlacka presenting a check to 
State Director Larry Kuciemba with Secretary-Treasurer Justin 
Eschenburg and Vice President Ed Marik looking on. 

District VI Donated To KJT Charities
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DISTRICT NEWS

TEXAS CZECHS: ROOTED IN TRADITION

Multi-Media Exhibition Now On Display In San Antonio

 

 

T
h e  m u l t i - m e d i a 
exhib i t ion  Texas 
Czechs:  Rooted in 
Tradition  i s  now 
on display at the 

Institute of Texan Cultures 
(ITC) in San Antonio through 
Friday, September 4. 

Czech culture has played an 
instrumental role in shaping 
the iconic Texas landscape, 
and its sights, sounds and tastes 
can still be found throughout 
Texas on any given day. Like 
many immigrant groups, 
Czechs brought dance, food, 
music, language and other 
cultural traditions with them. 
The Texas Czech community 
maintains and passes on its 
sense of identity by continuing 
to practice those traditions and 

Youth who braved the rain for the District VI Family Day held in Frydek.

Several children participated in the craft competition at the District 
VI Family Day. This year’s craft was to decorate a plastic egg in the 
Czech tradition of Kraslice (the art of painting/decorating an Easter egg). 
Winners were back row (left to right) Hunter Havel, Hayden Havel, Cameron 
Eschenburg; (front row) Colby Eschenburg, Daniel Eschenburg, Hayley Havel, 
Grace Eschenburg and Samuel Eschenburg.

creating some particular to 
Texas Czechs.

Texas Czechs:  Rooted in 
T r a d i t i o n  c a p t u r e s  t h i s 
activity on 11 photomontage 
p a n e l s ,  p r e s e n t i n g  a 
contemporary picture  of 
the diversity and richness of 
Texas Czech culture today. 
It also includes photographs, 
artifacts and short documentary 
films shown in a multi-media 
“station.” Topics include taroky, 
music, language, community 
celebrations, food, Sokol and 
more.

The public is invited to a 
Mini-Czech Fest Family Day 
on Sunday, July 12 from noon 
to 5 p.m. for the ITC’s free 
Second Sunday. Hands-on 
activities and performances for 

children and grownups alike 
will explore the Czech influence 
on contemporary Texas culture 
including music, food, kroj, 
language and dance. Visitors 
will also be able to view the 
Texas Czechs and ITC’s other 
exhibits for free. 

The ITC is located at 801 E. 
Cesar E. Chavez Boulevard. For 
museum hours, directions and 
information about Family Day, 
visit the ITC’s website at www.
texancultures.org. Exhibition 

co-producers are Texas Czechs 
Lori Najvar and Dawn Orsak.

The exhibition is made 
possible in part with major 
funding from Humanities 
Texas, the Catholic Union of 
Texas-the KJT, KJZT-Catholic 
Family Fraternal of Texas, 
and individual sponsors. It is 
presented in San Antonio in 

partnership with the Bexar 
County Chapter of the Czech 
Heritage Society.

The mission of PolkaWorks 
i s  t o  h i g h l i g h t  u n i q u e 
cultural traditions through 
documentaries, photography 
and public programs designed 
to educate and inspire – www.
polkaworks.org.

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

By KEvIN KANA,
STATE SEcRETARY/
TREASURER

The Board of Directors 
meeting of the Catholic 
Union of Texas, the KJT, 

Corn hill Society #55 had a busy few weeks in May and June. The 
society had a bake sale for the Religious Retirement Fund and society 
projects. Vice President John Valenta (above) makes the sale of home-baked 
items. The society also participated in Holy Trinity Catholic Church’s Corpus 
Christi procession and (below left to right) Kathleen Valenta, Secretary/
Treasurer Teresa Nemec and President John Danek prepared the altar 
prior to Mass.

was held at the Home Office in 
La Grange on Wednesday, May 
20. State Spiritual Director Fr. 
Bob Knippenberg offered Holy 
Mass for all enrolled in the KJT 
Memorial Foundation.

State President Christopher 
L. Urban welcomed the board 
members and distributed the 
agenda that would be followed. 
The roll call indicated that all 
directors and officers were 
present.

A l l  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s , 
i n v e s t m e n t  r e p o r t s  a n d 
marketing reports were accepted 
as presented.

It was once again mentioned 
that there would be two youth 
camps this year. One camp will 
be for those ages 9-12 and the 
other will be for ages 13-15.  

Society #76 in Dime Box will 
hold its centennial celebration 
on Saturday, August 1. More 
information will follow as the 
date gets closer.

T h e r o n  H o l l a d a y  S r . , 
President and CEO of Parkway 
Advisors, gave an overview of 
the KJT’s investment portfolio. 
Parkway Advisors has now 
been working with the KJT for 
10 years.

check Your Policies 
For Beneficiaries

When was the last time you 
looked at your designated 
beneficiaries? How important 
is it? Just think about how much 
your life has changed. Have 
you married, divorced, and 
had children, maybe you lost a 
loved one. 

This is an item you should 
consider annually. If you do 
need to make changes to any 
of your policies, contact the 
KJT Home Office at (800) 245-
8182.
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SOCIETY HAPPENINGS

#31 WEST
By Georgie  Nors 

West Society #31 members 
a t t e n d e d  a  C o r p o r a t e 
Communion Mass at 7:30 
a.m. on Sunday, April 12 with 
the KJZT members.  After 
t h e  M a s s ,  k o l a c h e s  a n d 
coffee were provided for the 
members. Afterwards, a regular 
meeting was held.

President Michael Kraemer 
opened the meeting and led 
the opening prayer and the 
Pledge of Allegiance. A drawing 
for the attendance prizes was 
held and Ellen Charanza and 
Ervin Laubert were the winners. 
Sherry Pavlas reported no one 
on the sick list.

It was reported that the 
B a r b e c u e  C o o k - o f f  w a s 
good. The fish and shrimp were 
cooked for those who came on 
Friday night, but the weather 
was very messy.

The Hamburger Cookout 
Fundraiser was scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 16 starting at 11 
a.m. at the Pointwest Bank’s old 
drive-thru. Sherry Pavlas stated 
that she had gotten approval to 
have it there.  Serving was to 
be from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
setting up for the event was 
to begin around 9 a.m. Sandy 
Kidwell reported that the youth 
would have a Bake Sale. She 
also stated that individually 
wrapped items like cookies and 
brownies would sell better with 
the hamburger purchase. Sherry 
Pavlas stated that she would 
get the advertising out for the 
Hamburger Sale and would 
make the fill-out slips for the 
orders. It was decided to keep 
the same prices as last year with 
hamburger or cheeseburger, 
french fries and a drink for $7, 
double meat burgers would 
be sold be for $8, double meat 
hamburger only $6, regular 
hamburger only $5 and drinks 
for $1. It was decided that 
money raised will be for the 
scholarships and if all goes 
well another fundraiser would 
be held in June, possibly on 
Saturday, June 13.  On Sunday, 
June 14, the regular meeting 
was to be held along with Flag 
Day activities and the Youth 
Swim Party.

Cathy Kraemer stated that 
Kurt Veselka is working on 
a local Society #31 Facebook 
page. He has put in the officers 

and a short history of the KJT. 
It was agreed to have Facebook 
and a local site. Cathy will look 
at getting this done.

President Kraemer reminded 
the members that the District V 
Family Day would be held on 
Sunday, April 19 at the Dulock/
Snapka Farm. This year it would 
be hosted by West and the 
Southern Societies. Registration 
will begin at 11 a.m. and the 
fishing, horseshoe and washer 
events will be from noon to 3 
p.m. Food will be provided and 
served all day. Children under 
13 years of age are encouraged 
to bring their craft items to be 
judged. Help will be needed with 
the food, the events, judging 
and the clean up.

Robert Nors reported on the 
State Family Day, which would 
be held on Saturday, April 
25. Registration would begin 
at 11:30 a.m. Lunch would be 
served from 12:30 to 2 p.m. 
and the day will conclude with a 
Mass at 4 p.m. Barbecue chicken 
with all the trimmings was to be 
served and prizes were to be 
given out every hour. There 
would also be a kolache-eating 

contest and some activities 
for the kids. He invited the 
members to come out. The KJT 
Activity and Fraternal Center 
where it is held is a beautiful 
place and it is a nice drive.

Sherry Pavlas reported that 
applications were due by 
Thursday, April 30 for the local 
Society #31 Scholarships. The 
s o c i e t y  o f f e r s  t w o  $ 5 0 0 
scholarships. 

It was discussed at maybe 
having another fundraiser in 
October.

Robert Nors stated that 
there would be two KJT Youth 
Camps. For ages 9-12 years, the 
camp will be held July 27-29 
and for ages 12-15, the camp 
will be held July 29 to August 
1. He also stated that on Sunday, 
September 13 there will be the 
State Tournament for the taroky 
players, and in October there 
will be a golf tournament.

Albert Charanza Jr and his 
wife Ellen were present. Albert 
received his 50-year membership 
pin. Robert Nors and Ervin 
Laubert won the door prizes.

Albert Charanza Jr. led the 
closing prayer.

Corpus Christi Society #72 implemented the “Bringing in a New Member 
Incentive Bonus of $10” several years ago and it is working great! During 
the meeting on Sunday, June 7 the $10 Bonus brought a smile to three 
members who brought in a new member. Shown are (left to right) Vice 
President Rosalie Williams, President Rosalie Bohuslav, Secretary Connie 
Williams, Charles Zdansky, State Director Ellen Zdansky and Treasurer 
Kara Johnson.

Corpus Christi Society #72 officers are shown displaying their Level I 
Society Recognition Award from the Home Office at the meeting on Sunday, 
June 7. Shown are (left to right) President Rosalie Bohuslav, Treasurer Kara 
Johnson, Secretary Connie Williams, Vice President Rosalie Williams and 
State Director Ellen Zdansky.

Throughout the day the Beer Garden was a great success again this 
year. Society #119 had a number of people come over to enjoy turkey legs, 
sausage, corn on the cob, funnel cakes and/or a cool refreshing cup of beer 
or wine all the while visiting with each other and enjoying the day.

Early in the morning on Saturday, April 25, La Marque St. Sylvester 
Society #119 was setting up their booth at the Queen of Peace grounds 
for the Queen of Peace Festival. The Beer Garden consisted of cold beer, 
wine, turkey legs, sausage, corn on the cob and funnel cakes. Everyone 
was gearing up for a busy day.

victoria Society #115 met on Sunday, May 31 at Holy Family Catholic 
Church Bridal Room in Victoria. The meeting was led by President Lawrence 
Yanta who opened the meeting with a prayer and Pledge of Allegiance. 
The Home Office is urging signing of new members, and societies are no 
longer receiving dues from the Home Office so they will be relying on funds 
from fundraisers to pay for local expenses. Youth Day was held again at 
Splashway in Sheridan on Monday, June 8. All enjoyed a fun day for youth 
and adults. The district meeting was held in Ganado on Friday, May 22 and 
enjoyed by all.
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SOCIETY HAPPENINGS

Hope Medrano, Age 6, Society #111, Dallas 
Riley Holik, Age 4, Society #48, Hillje 

Gianna Kallus, Age 6, Society #71, Ganado

Father's Day 
Coloring Contest Winners

May 2015 Who Am I? 
Contest Winners

Kalynn Cowan, Age 10, Society #130, Elgin 
John Danek, Age 12, Society #55, Corn Hill 

Ashlee Holik, Age 10, Society #48, Hillje

25-Year Membership
June 2015

Society #1, Praha
Keith Alan Kubenka

Society #3, Hostyn
Alvin Joseph Cernoch

Brett M. Janecka

Society #6, Dubina
Danny Dean Hartensteiner
Kevin Joseph Hartensteiner

Society #14, Bryan
Janis Chmiel

Jerry A. Luza Sr.
Janet Luza

Dana Kay Valentino

Society #20, Shiner
Rose A. Butschek
Kayla D. Hybmer

Gene Tyler Hybner
Victoria Lynn Lecon

Marsha Louise Schulte

Society #29, Frydek
Joseph Taylor Saha

Society #31, West
Timothy William Snokhous

Society #35, Ennis
Lezlee Nicole Hernandez
Samantha Kate Pleiner

Society #40, East Bernard
Kyle C. Marik

Society #46, La Grange
Hunter Chase Callis

Stephanie Sue Chavarria

Society #48, Hillje
Lauren Marie Gresham

Society #71, Ganado
Jacob William Peters

Society #72, Corpus Christi
John Kyle Janosek

Society #81, Poth
Zachary Adam Pruski

Society #90, Rosenberg
Kayla Teresa Kuban

Society #107, Abbott
Karen Lynn Marak

Society #111, Dallas
Jennifer Elizabeth Holub
Elizabeth Kristine Liska

Society #112, Austin
Stephanie D. Pavlasek
Christopher Zurovetz

Society #115, Victoria
Rev. Dan Morales

Rose A. Bustka

Society #133, Missouri City
William John Hickl IV
Jason Anthony Janda

Larry J. Zapalac
Matthew Ryan Zapalac

Nicholaus Ryan Zapalac
Susan G. Zapalac

Society #134, Round Rock
Billie J. Repa

Gerald D. Sackett

Frydek Society #29 youth perform at the Colonial Belle Nursing Home 
in Sealy on Sunday, April 19.

#112 AUSTIN
By Sarah Vitek

The meeting of St. Stephen’s 
Society #112 of Austin was 
held on Wednesday, May 13 at 
Sacred Heart Church. President 
Kenneth Klanika opened the 
meeting with a prayer followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Vice President Anne Hyzak 
reported sending sympathy 
cards to the families of John 
Valis and John Bacak and get-
well cards to Evelyn Futschik 
who had knee replacement 
surgery and Gilbert Vitek who 
had shoulder surgery. May 
God grant you comfort and 
healing.

Chaplain Fr. Matt Iwuji 
conveyed his Easter blessing to 
the members. He was looking 
forward to joining the members 
for the tailgate party at Dell 
Diamond on Tuesday, June 
16.

Honorary State Director 
Ted Vitek thanked Rodney 
and Christopher Zurovetz and 
Glenn Vitek who helped him 
prepare the hamburgers for the 
annual cookout, Darlene Chapa 
and Sarah Vitek who prepared 
the fixings for the burgers and 
all who brought desserts, and 
Nick and Shirley Macik for 
helping set up the tables and 
chairs in the cafeteria.  This was 
another successful event for the 
society.

Ted Vitek reported on the 
State Family Day and Sarah Vitek 
reported on the District Family 
Day. District IV members voted 
to reduce the dues from $.25 
to $.10 per member effective 
next year. The society had a 
successful silent auction, raffle 
and very entertaining bingo 
session. Sarah thanked Eileen 
Rosipal and Darlene Chapa for 
their help in the silent auction.

The society will again have a 
raffle benefitting the Statewide 
Charity Fundraiser, as well as 
making a donation to the Sacred 
Heart Fiesta Raffle.    

President Klanika asked if 
anyone is interested in helping 
set up a Facebook page for the 
society. He will check with other 
members.

The society decided to renew 
the society membership in the 
Texas District of the National 
Alliance of Czech Catholics. 

The annual meeting is Saturday, 
August 15 in Praha.

The Family Day and Flag 
Day presentation was to be on 
Tuesday, June 16 at the Dell 
Diamond, along with a tailgate 
party prior to the game. 

The meeting adjourned 
with a closing prayer.  Shirley 
Macik won the 50/50 and 
Anne Hyzak won a door prize. 
All the members furnished 
the delicious potluck meal of 
barbecue.  

on Wednesday, May 6, students from grades 6-12 participated in the 
annual CCD Living Rosary for Life. This rosary is said for all the unborn 
children who are victims of abortion. Many parishioners and members of 
Jourdanton Society #87 of the KJT helped in reciting the rosary with the 
students. (Above) St. Matthew's Rosary – Society #87 member Mary Tymrak 
(standing in middle) participates in the CCD Living Rosary for Life recited 
on Wednesday, May 6. (Below) Group photo – Society #87 members posed 
for a group picture after the CCD Living Rosary for Life was complete. They 
are (left to right) President Henry Netardus, Mary Tymrak, youth member 
Erin Soward, Secretary Susan Netardus, youth member Will Soward, youth 
member Molly Netardus and Debbie Netardus. Present but not pictured 
were youth members Jared Meyer, Justin Meyer, Zachary Tymrak, Kyle 
Zuhlke and Nicole Zuhlke.



June 2015                                                                                                                 Catholic Union Of Texas          News                                                                                                     Page 17

Color the "FOURTH OF JULY" picture 
and mail your entry in by JULY 13 to be 

eligible for a drawing of three $5 cash prizes. 
Children must be ages 2-8 to enter 
and are limited to 2 wins per year. 

HURRY AND GOOD LUCK!
(If you have more than one child in your household wishing to enter 
the contest, please feel free to make copies of the picture. Must be a 

KJT member to enter contest.)

Mail the picture and your name, age, society #, address 
and phone number to the: 

KJT Home Office, P. O. Box 297, 
La Grange, Texas 78945

Youth Activity Corner

I was a cousin of the Apostle Mark and eventually became one of the prominent 
Christian disciples in Jerusalem during the first century of the Church. I travelled with 
Saint Paul on missionary journeys establishing new Christian communities throughout 
the Middle East. With Saint Paul, I participated in the Council of Jerusalem (around 
50 A.D.) and was martyred at Salamis, Cyprus, in 61 AD. My feast day is June 11. 
Who am I?

May 2015 Who Am I? Answer: Saint Rita of Cascia

Answer the question correctly and three winners ages 9-12 will 
be eligible for a drawing of a $5 cash prize. Entrants must be KJT 

members. Send in form below by JULY 13 to the
KJT Home Office, P.O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945. 

Who Am I? Answer:  _________________________________________________________

Name: __________________________________________________________  Age: ______

Address: _____________________________ City: ___________________ Zip:  _________

Phone: _____________________________________ Society # ______________________

Who Am I?

Free Worksheets and More for K-12 Education www.STUDENTHANDOUTS.com

Across

2. The Continental Congress met in _____.

3. The American colonists sought independence from _____.

4. The Declaration of Independence was primarily written by _____.

5. The Declaration of Independence was signed by members of the _____.

7. The British king at this time was _____ III.

8. There were _____ original colonies.

9. “We hold these _____ to be self-evident…”

10. Crowds gather to watch _____.

Down

1. _____ led American troops in the fight for independence.

6. _____ was the first person to sign the Declaration of Independence.



ANNUAL DISTRIcT IV 
"SLOTS OF FUN" 
cOUSHATTA TRIP
Monday-Tuesday, July 27-
28. Reservations are on first 
come basis. Depart Pflugerville 
Monday at 7 a.m., arrive in 
Coushatta Monday at 1 p.m., 
depart Coushatta Tuesday at 
1 p.m. and arrive Pflugerville 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. Make check 
out to KJT District IV for $110 
per couple. This fee includes 
one double occupancy room, 
portage fees, $46 complimentary 
casino free-play, driver tip, and  
a variety of prizes for bus games 
and contests. Mail reservation 
checks along with names of 
riders, current mailing address, 
phone number and dates of 
birth (all must be over 21) 
to: Shirley Pokorney, 10100 
Bennett-Pokorney, Manor, Texas 
78653. For more information 
call (512) 251-1185.

SoCIETy #80, SEALy
Tuesday, July 28, officer's 
meeting, 6 p.m. and regular 
meeting/meal, 7 p.m. 

KJT ANNUAL SUMMER 
TEEN cAMP
Wednesday, July 29-Saturday, 
August 1.

SoCIETy #3, hoSTyN
Wednesday, July 29, Annual KJT 
Charity Fundraiser, La Grange 
KC Hall.

SoCIETy #56,
HOUSTON
Sunday, August 2, 
meeting, Assump-
t i o n  C a t h o l i c 

Church, Pope John Paul 
Building, second floor right 
behind the rectory, 1:30 p.m. 
followed by social, bingo and 
meal. We encourage all members 
to mark this date and plan to 
attend and be involved.

SoCIETy #141,
GEORGETOWN
Thursday, August 6, host 
breakfast and lunch at Annual 
Texas Czech Priests meeting.

SoCIETy #31, WEST
Sunday, August 9, church festival, 
KJT in charge of auction.

SoCIETy #112, AUSTIN
Wednesday, August 12, meeting, 

JUNE
2015 S o C I E T y  # 1 3 4 , 

ROUND ROcK
Saturday, June 27, 
m e e t i n g  i n  t h e 
Pavilion. 

118Th ANNUAL STS. PETER 
& PAUL FEAST, PLUM
Sunday, June 28, 7 miles west 
of La Grange off Highway 71. 
Polka Mass at 10 a.m. Meal 
of  fried chicken, "Plum-style" 
sausage, dressing, buttered 
potatoes, sauerkraut, green 
beans with dessert served 
from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in the 
air-conditioned dining hall. 
Drive-thru plates-to-go will be 
served from 10:30 am.-noon. 
Adults and to-go plates $9 
and children under 12 plates 
are $4. Music by Ken Brothers 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Cake walk, 
children's games, country store, 
ring toss, fish pond, raffle, plant 
wheel. Country auction with 
lots of unique homemade crafts 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. Bingo in 
air-conditioned hall starting at 
2 p.m., hamburgers sold 4-7:30 
p.m. and a free dance at 7-10:30 
p.m. with music by Incredible 
Music Makers. Sausage will be 
sold on the grounds or to go. 
Fun for all ages, so come and 
enjoy a great day! Five percent 
of the profit of this feast will 
be donated to the Texas Ramp 
Project and Fayette County 
Child Welfare Board.

KJT yoUTh &
TEEN ANNUAL
SUMMER cAMP
APPLIcATIONS
DUE
Wednesday, July 1. 

SEMINARIAN ScHOLARSHIP 
APPLIcATION DEADLINE
Wednesday, July 1.

SoCIETy #133, 
MISSOURI cITY
Fr i d ay,  Ju l y  3 ,  S t a f f o rd 
Fundraiser, Stafford Complex.

INDEPENDENcE DAY
Saturday, July 4.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SoCIETy #43, WIEd
Sunday, July 12, meeting, St. 
Mary's Hall, 10:15 a.m.

SoCIETy #13, yoAKUM
Sunday, July 19, meeting, St. 
Joseph Family Center after the 
9 a.m. Mass. 

TEXAS cZEcHS: 
ROOTED IN TRADITION 
MINI-cZEcH FEST 
FAMILy dAy, SAN ANToNIo
Sunday, July 12, UTSA Institute 
of Texan Cultures, noon-5 p.m. 
Free lessons in dance, language 
and food. For more information 
call (210) 458-2300 or visit 
www.polkaworks.org

SoCIETy #34, NAdA
Sunday, July 19, Harvest Dinner. 
More details forthcoming!

SoCIETy #129, SChULENBURg
Sunday, July 19, meeting, home 
of James and Carolyn Prihoda, 
2 p.m.

ST. MATTHEW'S cZEcH DAY
CELEBRATIoN, JoURdANToN
Sunday, July 19. 

SoCIETy #63, SMIThvILLE
Tuesday, July 21, meeting, KC 
House behind the church, 7 
p.m. A fried chicken meal will 
be served.

SoCIETy #133, 
MISSOURI cITY
Thursday, July 23, meeting, 
Centennial Room, Holy Family 
Catholic Church, 1510 Fifth 
Street, Missouri City, 2:30 p.m.

SOUTH TEXAS SUMMER 
PoLKA FEST, CoRPUS ChRISTI
Saturday, July 25, Moravian 
Hall, 5601 Kostoryz Road. Battle 
dance from 12-6 p.m. between 
Red Ravens and Majeks. Meals 
available for purchase – sausage 
and sauerkraut dinner, chicken 
noodle soup and barbecue beef 
sandwich. Raffle, country store 
and, of course, kolaches! Doors 
open at 11 a.m. Admission is 
$8. Sponsored by the Czech 
Heritage Society of South Texas. 
For more information, call 
(361) 215-9163.ß

KJT ANNUAL SUMMER 
YOUTH cAMP
Sunday, July 26-Wednesday, 
July 29.

Sacred Heart Reception Room, 
6:30 p.m. Sandwiches and cold 
cuts will be served.

TEXAS DISTRIcT OF THE
NATIONAL ALLIANcE OF 
CZECh CAThoLICS, PRAhA
Saturday, August 15, annual 
meeting.

SoCIETy #129, SChULENBURg
Sunday, August 16, Third Annual 
Turkey Shoot Challenge, High 
High Hill Country Store, 2911 
FM 2672, Schulenburg, 2 p.m.

SoCIETy #13, yoAKUM
Sunday, August 16, meeting, St. 
Joseph Family Center after the 
9 a.m. Mass.

SoCIETy #117, WACo
Sunday, August 23, summer 
meeting.

SoCIETy #130, ELgIN
Tuesday, August 25, meeting, 
S a c r e d  He a r t  Re l i g i o u s 
Education Classroom, 6:30 
p.m.

SoCIETy #133, 
MISSOURI cITY
Thursday, August 27, meeting, 
Centennial Room, Holy Family 
Catholic Church, 1510 Fifth 
Street, Missouri City, 2:30 p.m.

SoCIETy #115, vICToRIA
Sunday, August 30, meeting, 
Holy Family Church, 7:30 a.m. 
Mass.

SoCIETy #3, hoSTyN
Sunday, August 30, meeting, 
Hostyn Hall, Mass at 8 a.m. 
for the living and deceased 
members followed with a free-
will donation Scholarship 
Breakfast and then meeting at 
9:30 a.m. Door prizes!

SoCIETy #122,
FREEPORT
Tuesday, September 
1 , meet ing w ith 
State Director Larry 

Kuciemba in attendance, St. 
Jerome's Father O'Malley Room, 
6:30 p.m.

SoCIETy #87, JoURdANToN
Wednesday, September 2, fifth 
regular meeting, Classroom 
No. 5, Formation Center of St. 
Matthew's Religious Education 
Facility, 7:30 p.m.

FAYETTEVILLE ST. JOHN
cHURcH PIcNIc
Sunday, September 6, Mass with 
Polka Mass at 10 a.m. All-you-
can-eat barbecue beef, pork and 
sausage dinner with trimmings 
prepared on the church grounds 
and plates to go beginning at 11 
a.m. at St. John Recreation Hall, 
Fayetteville. Country auction 
at 1:30 p.m. Bingo, music and 
other events throughout the 
day. Come join an old-fashioned 
feast. Fayetteville is right in the 
middle of the Central Texas 
South Golden Triangle area 
and is conveniently located 
between Austin, Houston 
and San Antonio. For further 
information call (979) 378-
2244.

LABOR DAY
Monday, September 7.

KJT STATE TAROKY
TOURNAMENT 
ENTRY DEADLINE
Monday, September 7.

SoCIETy #34, NAdA
Saturday, September  12 , 
meeting, 7 p.m.

GRANDPARENTS DAY
Sunday, September 13. 

KJT STATE TAROKY
TOURNAMENT
Sunday, September 13. 

SoCIETy #31, WEST
S u n d a y,  S e p t e m b e r  1 3 , 
Corporate Communion at 7:30 
a.m. Mass followed by meeting 
with coffee and kolaches.

SoCIETy #72, 
cORPUS cHRISTI
S u n d a y,  S e p t e m b e r  1 3 , 
meeting. 

SoCIETy #119, LA MARQUE
Sunday, September 13, meeting, 

(Continued on page 19
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after 7:30 a.m. Mass with 
breakfast served.

SoCIETy #112, AUSTIN
Wednesday, Oc tober  14 ,  
meeting, Sacred Heart Reception 
Room, 6:30 p.m. An Italian-
theme meal will be served.

SoCIETy #87, 
JOURDANTON
Sunday, October 18, Turkey 
Bingo, St. Matthew's Parish 
Hall. Games begin at 1 p.m. 
KJT members are asked to be 
there at 11:30 a.m. for set-up. 
Refreshments of hamburgers, 
hot dogs, drinks, etc. will be 
available sponsored by the St. 
Matthew Soup Kitchen and 
Friends of St. Matthew's. Bingo 
proceeds to benefit the Religious 
Retirement Fund.

SoCIETy #43, WIEd
Sunday, October 18, meeting, St. 
Mary's Hall, 10:15 a.m.

SoCIETy #141, 
GEORGETOWN
Friday, October 2, 
meeting, St. Rita 
Activity Center, 6:30 
p.m.

KJT ANNUAL STATE GOLF
TOURNAMENT
Saturday, October 3, Flatonia 
Golf Course. Call the KJT Home 
Office at (800) 245-8182 or 
email insurance@kjtnet.org to 
obtain additional information 
and/or signup.

SoCIETy #119, LA MARQUE
Saturday, October 10, Fifth 
Annual KJT Fall Expo and 
Craft Show in conjunction 
with Matching Grant Program. 
Sentinel of Freedom Gulf Coast 
Chapter will be the matching 
grant recipient.

SoCIETy #31, WEST
Sunday, October 11, meeting 

served at 5 p.m. The 9 a.m. Mass 
at Immaculate Conception 
Church will be for the living and 
deceased members of Society 
#80. Flowers for that weekend 
will be provied by the society. 

SoCIETy #133, 
MISSOURI cITY
Thursday, September 24, 
meeting, Centennial Room, 
Holy Family Catholic Church, 
1510 Fifth Street, Missouri City, 
2:30 p.m.

SoCIETy #87, JoURdANToN
Saturday, September 26, Join 
Hands Day, members to help 
with clean-up and set-up of St. 
Matthew's Church Picnic, St. 
Matthew's Parish Hall, 9 a.m.

SoCIETy #130, ELgIN
Saturday, September 26, Annual 
Appreciation Dinner, following 
Mass at 6 p.m. Location to be 
determined. 

St. Joseph Family Center after 
the 9 a.m. Mass. 

SoCIETy #80, SEALy
Sunday, September 20, Society 
Member Appreciation Dinner, 
Hill Center, 1 p.m. Catered meal 
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(Continued from page 18)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Queen of Peace Life Center in 
small conference room, 1 p.m., 
covered dish meal.

SoCIETy #13, yoAKUM
Sunday, September 20, meeting, 

OCT
2015

Society #35, Ennis
Wesley Krajca

Date of Death: 04/11/2015
Age 85

Society #28, Granger
Robert Cervenka

Date of Death: 04/13/2015
Age 74

Society #31, West
Royce Zatopek Sr.

Date of Death: 03/24/2015
Age 75

Society #20, Shiner
Alois Pustka

Date of  Death: 05/03/2015
Age 76

Society #56, Houston
Maurice Hafernik Sr.

Date of Death: 04/07/2015
Age 91

The members of the Catholic Union of Texas, the KJT, wish 
to express their sincere and heartfelt sympathy to the families 

and friends of the departed members 
who are listed below. May their souls rest in peace.

May 2015

IN MEMORIAM OF OUR 
DECEASED MEMBERS

Society #3, Hostyn
Felix D. Kolek

Date of Death: 03/12/2015
Age 72

Society #101, Danbury
Lebert Prihoda

Date of Death: 04/07/2015
Age 82

Society #20, Shiner
William Vesely

Date of Death: 06/14/2011
Age 88

Society #20, Shiner
Charles Siegel

Date of Death: 03/26/2015
Age3 94

Society #16, Wallis
Joe R. Kubicek

Date of Death: 04/19/2015
Age 90

Society #20, Shiner
Nikodem J. Kutac

Date of Death: 02/05/2015
Age 90

Society #4, Ammannsville
Richard L. Gabler

Date of Death: 03/12/2015
Age 92

Society #81, Poth
Alvin J. Malik

Date of Death: 04/11/2015
Age 85

Czech Heritage Tours 
Presents 

Our Fall 2015 European Tour! 

 

 

September 1325, 2015 

 

Germany, Czech Republic, Poland & Hungary 
 

Round trip from DFW International Airport 

 

• Czech Republic: Prague, Roznov, Frenstat & Moravia 

• Germany: Nuremberg 

• Poland: Krakow, Czestochowa, Auschwitz 

• Hungary:  Budapest 

 

Genealogical research & side excursions are available 

 

**June 2015 Tour – SOLD OUT 

 

For more information, please visit 

www.czechheritagetours.com 

 

Contact Steavy Jakubik or Renee Valek 

czheritage@hotmail.com or 9728782929 

219 W. Ennis Avenue 

Ennis, TX  75119 
 

118th Annual Celebration 

Sts. Peter & 
Paul Parish 

Plum, Texas   
7 miles west of LaGrange off Highway 71         www.HostynPlumCatholic.org 

 

Sunday, June 28, 2015 
Polka Mass   10:00 AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

AUCTION at 1:30 pm 
 
 

BINGO at 2:00 pm  
in the Dining Hall 

 
 

Music during the Day by Ken Brothers 
 

FREE DANCE from 7 pm to 10:30 pm with Music by  
Incredible Music Makers 

 

5% of the profit of this Feast will be donated to:  
The Texas Ramp Project and Fayette County Child Welfare Board 

Dinner 11:00 am - 1:30 pm 
Plum Sausage and Fried Chicken 

 

ADULTS and TO GO  $9.00     CHILDREN under 12  $4.00 
 

 DRIVE-THRU LINE 11 am to 12:30 pm FOR PLATES TO GO  
 

SAUSAGE Sold on the Grounds or To Go 
HAMBURGERS Served 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

 
 
 

HAMBURGERS Served 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

Voted 2014  
Best Church 

Picnic/Festival in 
Fayette County 

Cake Walk    Children’s Games 
Country Store    Ring Toss 
Refreshments    Fish Pond 

Raffle    Plant Wheel 
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STATE OFFIcERS
Rev. Robert E. (Bob) Knippenberg, Spiritual Director

Holy Family Catholic Church
2011 Briar Lane, Wharton, Texas 77488-4470

979/532-3593 or Fax 979/532-2781
frbobknip50@sbcglobal.net

Christopher L. Urban, State President
P. O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945
Business 979/968-5877 or 968-5878

Residence 979/968-5118 
president@kjtnet.org

David M. Wagner, State Vice President
P.O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945

Business 979/968-5877 or 968-5878 • Cell 979/250-3282
insurance@kjtnet.org

Kevin D. Kana, State Treasurer & Secretary
P.O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945

Business 979/968-5877 or 968-5878 • Cell 979/249-6887
treasurer@kjtnet.org

Philip J. Hundl, State Attorney
Wadler, Perches, Hundl & Kerlick, 

101 W. Burleson St., Wharton, Texas 77488
Business: 979/532-3871 • Residence: 979/253-0908

phundl@wphk-law.com

STATE DIREcTORS
Robert Nors

1298 John Nors Road, West, Texas 76691-2531
Residence 254/826-3451 • rnors@peoplepc.com

Margaret Hanslik
121 CR 193A, Moulton, Texas 77975-4809
Cell 361/772-1973 • mhanslik@gmail.com

Ray Pokorney
10100 Bennett-Pokorney Lane, Manor, Texas 78653-4706

Residence 512/251-1185 • pokorneyray@aol.com

Thomas Arellano
1303 Old Meadow Court, Round Rock, Texas 78665

Residence 512/422-7767 • thomaslarellano@yahoo.com

Margaret Holik
1828 County Road 382, Louise, Texas 77455-4160

Cell 979/541-3303 • mgholik@yahoo.com

Ellen Zdansky
701 Meadowbrook Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-3020

Residence 361/992-4501 • ezdansky@aol.com

Larry L. Kuciemba
5119 Prairie Creek Drive, Houston, Texas 77084

Cell 713/296-9387 • larryk@227main.com

KJT FRATERNAL AcTIVITY MANAGER
Michael Reznicek

P. O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945
3870 FM 949, Cat Spring, Texas 78933

409/771-8101 • mareznicek@sbcglobal.net

KJT NEWS EDITOR
Cynthia V. Taylor

P. O. Box 297, La Grange, Texas 78945
4403 Bob Wire Road, Spicewood, Texas 78669

Cell 512/507-4556 • editor@kjtnet.org

214 E. Colorado • P. O. Box 297 • La Grange, Texas 78945–0297
979/968–5877 • 800/245–8182 • info@kjtnet.org • www.kjtnet.org
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HELP US FIND THESE MEMBERS

MISSING 
MEMBERS

Please help us find 
members that no longer 

have a correct address on 
file with the KJT. contact 

Web Form 

TAROCK TOURNAMENT 
Sunday, September 13, 2015

KJT Activity Center 
116 S. Hwy. 71

La Grange, TX 78945 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NAME _________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

PHONE _________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ________________ _________________________________________ 

Mail entry and fee to:  KJT Home Office, PO Box 297, La Grange, TX 78945-0297

 Entry Fee--$25 includes noon meal and other snacks
throughout the day

 Four 1 ½ hour rounds will be played
 Registration at 8 am, play begins at 9 am, meal after the

second round
 Top four (4) scorers after four rounds receive trophies and

cash prizes-First through fourth place
 Table winners paid $5 after each round; door prizes to be given

 All players welcome—pass the word
 Cash door prizes
 Pre-registration is requested for meal preparation

purposes
 Entry Fee will be refunded if unable to attend
 If you have any questions or for more information

contact:  Stanley Cernoch @ 281-422-9954,email
scernoch32244@aol.com or Frankie Joe Cernosek @
979-743-5318, email fjcnet@cvctx.com



with our members is very 
important to us. We need to 
deliver important papers to 
these members. If you have 
information concerning any 
of the names listed below, 

please call the Home Office 
at 800.245.8182.

SoCIETy #108, BRENhAM
Jack L. Gibbs

SoCIETy #109,  hILLSBoRo
Harry E. Rejcek

SoCIETy #111, dALLAS
Rev. Michael A. Doyle

Rev. James Stephen Flynn
Paul Martin Ford

Gerald Gene Goodrum
Christopher M. Hamann

James a. Holubar
Paul G. Kalich

Robert W. Kaska Jr.
Ashley Renee Kocian

Richard D. Kopecky Jr.
Aaron J. Kopecky

Richard D. Kopecky
Edward J. Moszkowicz
Elizabeth Ann Novy

Richard P. Ray
Jesse H. Schreiner III
Russell Edwin Smith

Paul M. St. Clair
Joseph A. Svacina
Robert L. Woods

Michael A. Zmolik
Nathan Joseph Matchett

Web Form 

TAROCK TOURNAMENT 
Sunday, September 13, 2015

KJT Activity Center 
116 S. Hwy. 71

La Grange, TX 78945 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NAME _________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

PHONE _________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ________________ _________________________________________ 

Mail entry and fee to:  KJT Home Office, PO Box 297, La Grange, TX 78945-0297

 Entry Fee--$25 includes noon meal and other snacks
throughout the day

 Four 1 ½ hour rounds will be played
 Registration at 8 am, play begins at 9 am, meal after the

second round
 Top four (4) scorers after four rounds receive trophies and

cash prizes-First through fourth place
 Table winners paid $5 after each round; door prizes to be given

 All players welcome—pass the word
 Cash door prizes
 Pre-registration is requested for meal preparation

purposes
 Entry Fee will be refunded if unable to attend
 If you have any questions or for more information

contact:  Stanley Cernoch @ 281-422-9954,email
scernoch32244@aol.com or Frankie Joe Cernosek @
979-743-5318, email fjcnet@cvctx.com




